
Celebrating Juneau’s Sense of Community 

A community is the mental and spiritual condition of knowing that the place is shared, and that 

the people who share the place define and limit the possibilities of each other's lives. It is the 

knowledge that people have of each other, their concern for each other, their trust in each 

other, the freedom with which they come and go among themselves.          Wendell Berry 

This is my favorite definition of community.  I think it applies to Juneau, especially when you consider 

Juneau’s level of philanthropy and volunteerism.  Add in some recent events, like North Pacific Erectors 

coming to the rescue of the Glory Hole, and Juneau’s sense of community comes shining through again.  

Maria Lovishchuk, the Executive Director of the Glory Hole explained how grateful she was for North 

Pacific Erectors who abandoned two other projects to attend to the Glory Hole’s emergency needs.  

“Just really grateful to be part of a community that sets aside existing work or plans to address the 

needs of others,” says Ms. Lovishchuk. The other party that also needs to be acknowledged is First 

National Bank, who said “yes” to North Pacific Erectors temporarily abandoning the bank’s building 

project. Their willing participation made it a community of businesses helping out the shelter when their 

pipes busted and caused extensive flooding.  

The Glory Hole was not the sole recipient of community support; the Inauguration of Governor Walker 

was also on the receiving end of community generosity.  As some may recall, the Inauguration date of 

December 3 was the next day after the Juneau Public Market.  This meant foregoing the usual 

breakdown day of Monday for the market vendors. Instead they had to breakdown immediately and set 

up for a noon special event. Steven Pfister, the Centennial Hall Manager and Peter Metcalf, the CEO of 

Juneau Public Market, are the ones that pulled off this sudden transition, working through the night. 

They directed and hired extra staff.  Juneau could not fail in hosting the Gubernatorial Inauguration back 

where it belongs.  Steven and Peter, along with all the staff, came to the rescue and made sure the hall 

was ready.  By eleven the next morning, Centennial Hall was splendidly set out in “Alaska Flag” imagery; 

making Juneau a proud Capital City. 

Community spirit comes out in more ways than in “times of need or crisis”.  It comes out in the form of 

philanthropy and volunteerism as well. This year in September, the community of Juneau was extremely 

fortunate to receive the largest endowment ever, $48 million from the family owners of AELP. In their 

press release announcing the gift to the Juneau Community Foundation, Bill and Katie Corbus said, “we 

believe it is fitting to donate a major portion of the proceeds back to the Juneau community”. If it is the 

knowledge that people have of each other that brings forth these acts of generosity, then thank you Bill 

and Katie Corbus for not only your giving but for your knowledge of Juneau.  

Measuring volunteerism in a community is a little harder to measure, at least for the purposes of writing 

this column.  Think about all the hundreds, maybe thousands of hours that parents put in at scouts, 

team sports and schools.  Think of the extra hours that staff and teachers put in every day.  Add in 

volunteers who serve the fire department, non-profits, social programs and the arts and it’s easy to be 

humbled by the generosity of community spirit that bubbles up throughout Juneau.  

To make the City and Borough of Juneau tick along from the airport to the Auke Bay harbor, to 

Eaglecrest, from keeping our recreational opportunities abundant to promoting more affordable 

housing, from supporting Downtown businesses to ensuring that our seniors are treated fairly, there are 



35 different board and commissions requiring approximately 250 different volunteers. The average 

volunteer puts in 5.2 hours (a very conservative estimate) a month.  These numbers do not include the 

staff and the Assembly member’s time to support these boards.  Add these hours in and you have at 

least 2,000 hours of CBJ volunteer services each year. From where I sit, the numbers and quality of 

volunteers that we have in service make a tremendous difference to the effective management of our 

government affairs. While I don’t dare speak for my fellow Assembly members on policy or political 

matters, I’m pretty sure I would receive unanimous consent for expressing heart-felt gratitude for the 

contribution CBJ volunteers make to our community. As you know, volunteerism spreads well beyond 

municipal service. Whether it be through the three Rotary Associations, the Chamber, the League of 

Women Voters, the Scouts, the Juneau Little League, the BAM program, Juneau figures out a way to give 

back. 

Perhaps one of the most important ways to give back and reflect our spiritual condition is to respond to 

the calls of need that go out on behalf of the homeless and struggling families.  I’m pleased to learn that 

the number of families stepping up to adopt a family for St. Vincent de Paul Christmas increased after 

the story ran in the Juneau Empire.  However, I understand as of this writing there are still fifteen 

families, down from thirty-eight, that still need Christmas presents. Call 789-5535 ext. 7 if you can help 

out. It’s easy to do as I just found out. 

Whether or not you’re calling for a family to adopt, go back to the top and read the Wendell Berry quote 

again. Does thinking about Juneau give you a warm glow? Happy Holidays. 

 


